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Men, Brethren, and Fathers, 


HE Chriſtian Church, at the firſt 
eſtabliſhment of the goſpel, had a 


perfect rule of faith and diſcipline, which 


it was commanded to preſerve pure and 
intire, but was not expected to improve. 
In proceſs of time, when Chriſtian people 
found what corruptions had entered by 
means of that authority, which the Church 
of Rome had aſſumed, to teach and order 
all other churches, every church was un- 
der the necessity of reſtoring itſelf, as 
nearly as might be, to the primitive pat- 
tern; in doing which, not one amongſt 
them all ſucceeded ſo well as the Church 
of England, whoſe articles contain a godly 
and wholſome doctrine; ſufficient at that 
time to preſerve the faith and keep out 
error. And if we were now where the 
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Church of England was then, we might do 
well. But as the world is always changing, 
time hath lately brought up many new 
and ſtrange things; Revolution hath-ſuc- 
ceeded Revolution; every one worſe than 
the former: but what is worſt of all, there 
hath been a revolution in men's minds as 
well as in their fortunes. What was ſenſe 
formerly, is not ſuch now; and if a man 
ſtarts up at this day with ſomething new 
and wonderful, the publick are ſo divided 
about him, that while ſome think him 
wiſe and ingenious, others ſee that he 1s 


mad; not with that ſort of madneſs which 


brings him into confinement, but which 
unfortunately leaves him at liberty to ruin 
other men, with an appearance of reaſon. 
To this degree of depravity men could 


not arrive all at once; the evil muſt have 


been ſtealing upon us by degrees; and it 
is now grown to ſuch a ſize, that we are 
warranted to ſay, ſome new ſecurity is 
wanting, beyond thoſe articles which were 
ſufficient at the Reformation, to keep out 
new errors, far more pernicious than the 

old. 


Ba 


old. But how ſhall they be introduced, | 


or who ſhall introduce them? At the Re- 
formation this Church knew itſelf to be 
wrong, and was ready to take advice; but 
our wrong opinions are now ſo generally 
thought to be right, that few men ſee 
them, and fewer ſtill will dare to contra- 
dict them. A private perſon can only 
ſay what he would propoſe, if it lay upon 
him to purge the Church of England of 
thoſe errors which modern times have pro- 
duced; and which will inevitably bring us 
to ruin, if they continue to prevail. For 


error will not be ſtationary; the breach at 


which the waters enter will grow wider, 
and admit more of them continually, till 
the inundation 1s univerſal, and the breach 
irreparable. 


GOVERNMENT, 


The firſt and the moſt pressing of all 
popular miſtakes, at this time, relates to 
government. We are now called upon, 
as Chriſtian men, to proteſt againſt it, and 


declare, that Gop, who is the maker of 
| the 
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the world, is the governor of it; and that 
there can be, as the ſcripture expreſsly 
teaches, uo power but of GOD. Force and 
violence there may be, by his permission, 
for a curſe upon a wicked people; but 
power of authority, for the execution of 
legal juſtice, and the prefervation of peace 
amongſt men, there can be none. For 
there is but one {aw-giver, who can ſave 
and deſtroy. He makes the law, and he 
executes it; men act under him, and for 
him, in defence of the Ten Command- 
ments; and woe be to them when they 
ceaſe to do it; for in that caſe Gop takes 
the power into his own hand, and turns 
the ſword againſt the prince as well as 
againſt the people, where his laws have 
not been maintained. 

We ought, therefore, -to renounce and 
deteſt that abominable doctrine, that the 
power of government is from the people 
who are governed. We ſee now immedi- 
ately how falſe and contradictory is this 
principle, that the ſubje& ſhould be the 
ſovereign. When once it is admitted, it 
| produces 
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produces licentiouſneſs, injuſtice, and an- 
archy. And it muſt be ſo, for the laws 
of God are reſtraints upon the passions of 
men; and if the power be given to thoſe 
who are to be reſtrained, they cry out 


Liberty, and throw them all oft; breaking 


looſe like wild beaſts, to tear and devour 


one another, We ſee an example of it. 


before our eyes, ſo that the conſequence 
wants no proving. The moral world be- 
comes ſuch as the natural would be, with- 
out the lights of heaven, which Gop hath 
placed over our heads, and out of our 
reach, to rule over the day and over the 
night; and we will as ſoon believe, that 
the ſun is made out of earthly clay, as that 
the power of Government 1s made out of 
the people. The people are a large body; 
but government is as much bigger than 
they, as the ſun is bigger than the earth. 
The power of the people is not a doctrine 
of this church; but it has been ſo long and 
ſo much the opinion of the nation, and 
has done ſo much miſchief in the world, 
that the time is now come when we ought 

to 
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to examine its pretenſions, and caſt it out 
if we can. ö 


REVOLUTION. 


From the Engliſh Revolution, as it was 
unfortunately called, our modern atheiſts 
think they can prove that the King of 
England and the Directory of France 
have the ſame title; and that it is the 
only good one. However this notion 
might be endured at one time, it is not to 
be endured now facts have taught us that 
it is an axe laid to the root of all the Go- 
vernments and Laws upon earth. All wiſe 
men might plainly foreſee this; and did, 
when the doctrine firſt came into fa- 
ſhion. Revolution principles have long been 
cried up by the ſeditious, but they were 
not the principles of our Revolution; 
which will authorize no change, but 
when the Prince 1s introducing Popery 
into the land, and leaves the throne vacant 
to the next Protestant heir; for this was 
the fact at our Revolution. Popular power 
was avoided by the politicians of that day; 

who 
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who well knew, that no Government could 
be ſecure if that were once admitted; it 
being a principle which muſt breed ever- 
laſting confuſion. Bad men embrace it, 
and cry it up to the ſkies, becauſe they 
delight in miſchief, and hate the power of 
Gop. Where the people are King, God is 
not Gop; nor will be, till he ſhall re-aflert 
his rights, and put down all uſurpation. 


SCHISM. 


The ſame principle which diſturbs the 
order of civil government breaks the peace 
of the Church. When it operates againſt 
the State, it is called the power of the 


people; but in religion it is called private 


Judgment, and ſometimes conſcience; but 
it always acts againſt the judgment of Au- 
thority. It has been a great misfortune 
of late times, that we have been partakers 
in other men's fins, by making too light of 
the oftence and danger of ſchiſm. What 
ſelf-intereſt denominates liberality and 
charity, is really nothing but indifference 
gr 1gnorance, The Church being the 

Church 
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Church of Gon, it cannot be in the power 
of man to put miniſters into it, and give 
them authority to act. The rule of the 
{criptures is therefore abſolute, that 0 
man taketh this honour unto himſelf, but 
he that is called of God; which calling 
mult be viſible, becauſe that af Aaron 
was fo, who is the pattern in the ſerip- 
tures. Miniſters in the Chriftian Church 
act for Gop to the people; which they 
cannot do without Gop's Commiſsion. 
The rule and its reafon are both plain to 
common ſenſe, and want no explanation. 
It is to be conlidered farther, that if the 
promiſes of God are made to his Church, 
no man can expect to obtain them by 
joining himſelf to any other company of 
men, after his own fancy. The ark of 
Noah was a pattern and pledge of the 
Church of Chriſt, and the perſons faved in 
it were ſaved by water, as we are by bap- 
tiſm; ſo the Church of England under- 
ſtands it. Now let us only aſk ourfelves, 


What became of thoſe who were out of the 


ark? The parallel will fuggeſt what great 
| danger 
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danger there muſt be to thoſe who are 
out of the Church. Thus did primitive 
Chriſtians argue, and unlefs they had pri- 
vileges which we have loft, we muſt argue 
in the ſame manner now. If not, we do 
diſhonour to the grace of Gop, who hath 
mercifully taken us into the ark of his 
Church, and our indifference will do no 
good: nobody will be gained by it; offen- 


ces among men will be multiplied, and 


the authority of God's religion will be 
weakened: tor if the Church may be any 
thing, men will ſoon conclude it may be 
nothing; and who will not own, if his 
eyes are open, that much of the relaxa- 
tion and confuſion of modern times hath 
ariſen from the poor low ideas which 
ſome good men have entertained and 
propagated upon this great ſubject?— 
Others, who have dared to argue of late 
years as. Chriſtians did of old, have been 
branded with the name of high Church- 
men, and very delervedly; for we know 
of no other true Churchmen; but faction, 
ſeeking reſt for itfelf, can find none, but 
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by inventing names and diſtinctions 
which have no ſenſe in the mouth of a 
Chriſtian; they are all of this world, and 
calculated to ſerve ſome carnal purpoſe. 
Rebellion in the State comes forward at 
this time with a more threatening aſpect 
toward religion, than it ever yet aſſumed 
amongſt mankind; yet, if due enquiry be 
made, the ſame near alliance will ſtill be 
diſcovered as hath always ſubſiſted be- 
tween fchiſm and rebellion. Wile people 
ſhould conſider, that whatever examples 


there may have been of picty, learning, 


wit, or wiſdom, joined with ſchiſm, they 
can never prove that ſchiſm is no fin: no 
man can be taken as an authority againſt 
the laws of Gop; and the great law of 
charity is ſupreme over all. It is not 
kindneſs, but meanneſs, which ſhews re- 
tpect to fin in any man; for no man's 
perſon can render fin reſpectable. What 
is convenient to him, if pernicious in itſelf 
and its conſequences, ought to be deteſt- 
able to us; and if offence muſt be given, 
it is better to offend man than Gon.— 

Ienderneſs 
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Tenderneſs to ſchiſm may be a fine thing, 
and paſs for true piety, ſo long as men 
ſhall judge one another; but when Gop 
ſhall judge us all, it muſt give an account 
of itſelf to Him who 1s no reſpecter of 
perſons. 


REVELATION. 


The light of the Church is the ſcripture; 
but from man's invention, and the faſhion 
of the times, another light hath ariſen 
among us, and 1s now in its meridian. 
There are ſome who would retain both, 
ſuppoſing them to be conſiſtent; while 
others, knowing they are not ſo, make uſe 


of the one againſt the other. The firſt 
offence of man was a deſire of wiſdom in- 


dependent of Gop; but in the things of 
Gop, we mult be all taught of Gop, as man 
was at firſt; and till we are ſo taught, we 
mult ſit in darkneſs, as the heathens did, 
from the time when they became their 


own teachers. The example of the whole 


heathen world yields us a demonſtration 
that wiſdom in religion is not natural to 
| | man; 
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man; the very ſuppoſition 1s an abſurdity, 
contrary to fact and reaſon; for if nature 
cannot keep the wiſdom of religion when 
it hath it, who will expect that it ſhould 
find it out when it hath it not? Beſides, 
the eye of man, and the mind of man, are 
both under like circumſtances. The eye 
can ſee, and the mind can underſtand ; but 
as the eye cannot ſee the things of this 
world without light, ſo neither can the 
mind ſee the things of the other world, 
without revelation. It is diſhonourable to 
God, and ungratetul, to look within our- 
ſelves for another rule, when he hath given 
us one from himſelf; and by admitting 


ſuch a thing, the world hath been ſelt- 


deceived and corrupted, till now the goſ- 


pel is rejected, and what is falſly called 


reaſon (but under the preſent uſe of it, is 
infatuation) hath taken itsplace, What 
nature hath falſly and proudly claimed, 
that we have weakly allowed to the deiſts; 
and they have now taken tull advantage 
of it. This evil was long foreſeen; but not 
in all its magnitude, till it lately diſplayed 
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itſelf to the world. O fatal day for Eng- 
land! when the religion of nature, and the 
power of the people, firſt gained admission 
into lecture- books; they are now too firmly 
eſtabliſhed to be ſhaken by ſuch a hand as 
mine. Our teachers, reputed by ſome to 
be moſt wiſe and learned, and our reform- 
ing writers, who mean well to their coun- 
try, and think they ſee all the dangers of 
the time, leave both theſe errors in full 
possession of the ſchools. What ſhall I 
ſay? where ſhall I find ſuch words as will 
be heard? For theſe things I weep; mine eye, 
mine eye, runneth down with water,* I 
would call for ſome to join me in the alarm, f 
but who will anſwer? If the ſalt have loſt 
its ſavour, wherewith ſhall it be ſeaſoned? 
If the teachers want to be taught, where— 
with ſhall we teach them? O learned AN- 
DREWS; O bleſſed KENN; O holy Beve- 
RIDGE; O wiſe and ſagacious LESLIE ; your 1 
days are paſt! If I had cried unto you, ye 
would have liſtened to me; ye would not 
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have diſdained to inquire whether theſe 
things are ſo. Gop might be gracious, 
and preſerve our candleſtick in its. place, 
for the ſake of that light which he gave to 
it: but can it be expected, that he will 
preſerve this falſe light of deiſm, (for the 


religion of nature certainly is no better) 


which the enemy, in an evil hour, hath 
eſtabliſhed in the place of it; while the 
watchmen were aſleep, and knew not 
whence he acted, nor what he was doing. 
Every real Chriſtian thould underſtand, and 
confeſs, that we are dependent upon Gop 
for all we know. of religion; and never 
admit any thing for a principle but what 
is certainly and Frey taught in holy 
{cripture. 


SPIRIT. 


Man being compoſed of ſoul and body, 
all true religion has a part for both; a /ign 
viſible, and ſpiritual grace inviſible. Bap- 
tiſm, which is a waſhing with water, is 
effectual to waſh away fin, only as it is a 


_ waſhing with the ſpirit. In the ſacrament 


of 


L003 


of the Lord's Supper, Bread 1s the ſign; 
but it is the Bread of Life only, as it is 
the Body of Chriſt, who gave it to us with 


this intention, that it ſhould be /pirit and 


life to us. If it have nothing nutritive, why 
ſhould it be expreſſed by food? But 
there are too many amongſt us, who, pro- 
fessing themſelves to be wiſe, and to ſee 
farther than others, take away from us all 
the inward and vital part, and leave us no- 
thing but the huſks of religion. All the 
reſt, they ſay, is a deception, of which 


rational men ſee nothing. But I ſay, that 


if our religion be any thing, it is a commu- 


nication, reſtored and kept up between 


the ſpirit of Gop and the ſpirit of men. 
If the goſpel be true in its promiſes, ſome- 
thing is now done, whereby man becomes 
poſſeſſed of that eternal life which he ſhall 
never loſe: but the new ſcheme of forma- 
lity takes all this away, and renders it im- 
possible. To talk of life and /pirit to ſuch 
men, is, in their eſtimation, to cant; but 
in ours, it is to caſt pearls before ſwine, 
who trample them under their feet. Spi- 

ritual 
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ritual things are real, though inviſible. 
God is not ſeen; the ſoul of man is not 


| ſeen; what acts upon it is not ſeen; there- 


fore it is truly ſaid of us, that we walk by 


faith, and not by fight; fo that without 


faith we ſee nothing; we know nothing; 
we receive nothing; we are nothing; and 
the whole goſpel is no better than a dream. 
But this is learning; this is reaſon; which 
wiſely admitting but what it ſees, loſes all 
the benefits of chriſtianity. When we 
affirm that /piritual things are real, it may 
be added, that nothing elſe is ſo; the 
whole world, and all things therein, are 
but ſhadows of things eternal; and like a 
ſhadow ſhall paſs away when they have 
an{wered a temporary purpoſe. 


OLD TESTAMENT. 


Too many miſtakes are current amongſt 
us in regard to the Old Teſtament; with- 
out which, the New never was and never 
will be underſtood. From the beginning 
of the world, life was revealed to man 
through J=svs CRHRTsT, the promised 
| ſeed. 
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ſeed. The religion which Gop gave, was 
2 religion of expectation; always propo- 
ſing ſomething not yet to be /een, but to 
be believed; and why? becauſe without 
Far it is impoſsible to pleaſe him. All 
religion without this is vain; and, as the 
Apoſtle assures us in the eleventh chapter 


to the Hebrews, ever was. For this, our 


father Abraham lived as a ſtranger upon 
earth, looking for a better ſtate, and a 
better life. On this account only, Gop is 


called his God now he is dead, and though 


dead he ſtill liveth. The law, which 


came after, was added to this faith, not to 


deftroy it, but to preſerve it; by fevering, 
ſecuring, and as it were ſhutting up, the 
people of God from the company of ido- 
laters. It is therefore falſe and dangerous 
to teach, that the Old Testament had not 
the promiſe of life, becauſe the law had it 
not. The law could not have it; for the 
promiſe being already given to faith, the 
law could neither give it nor take it away. 
Yet the law anſwered. a great purpole; 
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its paſſovers, and ſacrifices, and baptiſms, 
had ſo near a relation to the goſpel in 
ſign; and figure, that it was a /choolmafter 
unto Chriſt; and its elements were ſo plain, 
that children might underſtand the deſign 
of them, when it was ſhewn how Chriſt 
at his coming had fulfilled them. Faith 
has been tlie religion of man, and the trial 
of man, ever ſince the fall of Adam, and 
will be, to the end. For the want of it, 
the Jews. fell into a blindneſs of heart, 
which the conceit of worldly wiſdom and 
the luſt after worldly power never fail to 
produce. But this is no proof that they 
had not the example of their father 
Abraham conſtantly before their eyes; 
which, as Jews, they were called to un- 
derſtand and follow. c 


1 


1DOLATRY. | 

1 he? deſign of the law, as I ſaid before, ; 
and as divines well know, was to keep the 
people of God ſeparate from heathen ido- 
laters. | The reaſon of this is manifeſt, and 
t the 


[ 23 1 
the rules for keeping up the ſeparation 
were fo ſtriét, that they operate on the 
Jeus to this very day; who ſtill hold all the 
wiſdom of idolatry in abomination. But 
that has not been the caſe with us Chriſti- 
ans; we have not been ſo zealous and care- 
ful in this matter as we ought to have been. 
At the firſt publication of the Goſpel, the 
partition between Jew and Gentile was 
broken down for the ſalvation of the Gen- 
tiles; but about the time of the Refor- 
mation, at what is called the revival of 


learning, it was again broken down in. 


another manner, for the corruption of 


Chriſtians; when, under the name of 


learning, a flood of heathen books broke 
in upon the Chriſtian world: and it has 
been the pride of ſome men's hearts, and 
the labour of their lives, to read them 
continually and indiſcriminately. Greeks 
and Romans were certainly maſters 5f 
expreſsion and compoſition, and attained. 


in a high degree to that wi/dom of words | 


which they were ever ſeeking after. For 
| this 
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this wiſdom we apply to them; but we 
take their pride, their licentiouſneſs of 
ſentiment, their error of principle, and 
ſometimes even the vileſt of their idolatry, 
along with it. From the two great au- 
thors of antiquity, HoMEer and VIRGIL, 
ſacred with ſcholars, pick out all the ido- 
latry, and lay it by itſelf; then look at it, 
and tee what frightful, what abominable 
ſtuff, what abſurd. blaſphemy, we tolerate 
and ſwallow down, for the fake of the 
poetry with which it is diſhed up; but, 
alas! the charge of blaſphemy will be to 
thoſe who dare to ſpeak againſt it. From 
Heathens we have ſucked in that haughty 
ſpirit of independence, which diſdains all 
ſuperiority. In ſcripture it is called Belzal; 
let it looſe, and it will ſoon drive the 
world to madneſs and ruin, as it does at 
this time. Shew me an angel of heaven, 
Who has a ſingle grain of this ſpirit in his 
compoſition, and then I will believe there 
may be ſome good in it. From Heathens 
a have gathered that fungus of literature, 
2 that 
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that doctrine of Bedlam, the majeſty and 
ſovereignty of the people. Had it not 
been tor them, Chriſtians had never been 
lo weak as to believe that the viſionary 
liberty which 1s ſetting the world on fire, 
is the great object in ſociety, the bleſsing 
of human life. From them we learned, 
that no nation, with a King over them, 
can be free, though it be SoLomon or 
AvevsTvus; in conſequence of which, we 
ſee men falling under a multitude of 
tyrants, all bloody-minded, all thieves, 
and not one of them reſponſible. O mira- 
culous infatuation! Chriſtians can never be 
ſo foolith, but by infection from heathens. 
And how is the evil to be corrected? for 
it is now as profane to ſcruple heathen 
books, as it once was to admit them. If 


a man ſpeak againſt Heathens, he affronts 


Chriſtians; and with as little peril he may 
write againſt the Incarnation of JEsus 
CHRIST. Learning is now a very different 
thing from what it was formerly. When 
joined with good principle and the fear of 
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Gop, it turned a good man into a great 
man; but if joined with error and ungod- 
lineſs, as is now too frequently the caſe, it 
turns a ſcholar into a rufhan; and of two 
men who are both equally wicked, he that 
is the more learned (as learning is now) 
will be the more noxious animal of the 
two. I love Greek; I admire genius; 1 
honour ſcience; but, ſuppoſing man to be 
made for another world, I know it is above 
all to be able to ſay, Lord, I am not high- 
minded; tor lite is ſhort and vain, eternity 
is before us, God is to be our judge. If 
our learning be ſuch as leads us aſtray 
from-Gop, and turn an irrefiſtible judge 
into. an enemy—away with it all; the 
humble ploughman - who ſays his daily 
prayers, is the more uſeful ſubject, the 
happier man, and will ſoon be the greater. 


HUMAN AUTHORITY. 


Though all human authority, as ſuch, 
is dangerous, and often fatal, we are always 
diſpoſed 
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diſpoſed to ſollow it; and we have wärn— 
ing of this in the Goſpel; © J another 
/hall come in his own name, him ye will 
receive. The reaſon of this does not lie 
very deep; we give honour with the hope 
of receiving it; vanity is the paſsion which 
is firſt awake in man, and is ſeldom at reſt 
before his laſt fleep. When we magnify 
another, we are providing reputation to 
ourſelves; for if the world allow him to 
be great for what he thought, it will allow 
us to be ſo likewiſe, for thinking as he did, 
and perhaps on no other condition. On 
which conſideration, no man ſhews real 
humility and fortitude ſo much, as when 
he dares to follow an authority which the 
world does not follow. Bleſſed is he (ſaid 
CHRIST) that ſhall not be offended in me; 
he will ſee how I am received by the 
world, and if he can ſtand that trial, he is 
a happy man, and entitled to a bleſsing. 
 Car1sT, though the light of the world to 
thoſe that have eyes, was attended with 
no glare, to invite and attract admiration ; 
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but if the world put a book into your 
hand, you are apprized in the firſt place, 
how great the author was in underſtand- 
ing, what a miracle of abilities, and how 
univerſally accepted and eſteemed! Oh, 
what a vigorous mind! when the meaning 
perhaps is not whether he is wrong or 
right, but that he is a learned manufactu- 
rer of his opinions. He works up his 
{tuff well, but it is good for nothing; and 
if the miſchief be great, it is chiefly becauſe 
we do not begin with Gop, who will 
never deceive us. I am the more earneſt 
in this matter, becauſe the age abounds 
with affected declamations againſt human 
authority; whereas there never was a time 
when men ſo meanly ſubmitted their un- 
derſtandings to be led away by one an- 
other. When opinion takes us captive, we 
think our chains honourable, and attempt 
not to recoyer the liberty wherewith Gop 
hath made us free from one another, It 
is an honour to ſubmit our faculties to 
God, who gave them; but it is baſe and 

ſervile 
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ſervile to ſubmit to the uſurpations of 
man, in things pertaining to Gop. There 
is no remedy, but in taking his word, and 
depending upon his truth; after which, 
all other truth, fo far as it is neceſſary or 
uſeful, ſhall be added. 

We have allowed ſo much to human 
philoſophy, that it is too commonly known 
againſt our preachers, and factiouſly ob- 
jected to them, that they neglect the Goſ- 
pel, and take what they call good natural 
religion into the pulpit. This 1s juſtly 
thought to be a great and crying abuſe; 
in conſequence of which goſpel-preachers 
ariſe and abound, who have no authority 
to teach the people. One reformation 
without authority ſoon begets another of 
the ſame ſort: confuſion thickens; and of 
ſpiritual, as well as of political anarchy, 
we all know the end; we know whence 
it cometh, and whither it goeth. One 
corruption, once admitted, ſoon increaſes 
to more, till all is loſt. We preach wrong: 
that error is corrected by another; by a 

| reformation 
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reformation. founded in diſobedience; that 
turns to ſchiſm; and in ſchiſm, they that 
are wiſe without the Church, will ſoon be 
wile againſt it; this leads to hereſy, and 
that to infidelity : a dreadful progreſs; but 
it hath been verified a thouſand times. 
Whence comes all this? what is the root 
of all? how are our preachers formed and 
cducated? Look at Biſhop WARBVURTON's 
directions for the ſtudies of a young Clergy- 
man; his firſt book is Locxk on Human 
Under ftanding: you need look no farther, 
for if he begin here, we know what road 
he will purſue. When IL {peak of Mr. 
LockR, I {peak not of the man, but of his 
principles. Go will meaſure no man by 
his powers, but by his application of them. 
We muſt allow that he was a man of un- 
common talents, and wiſe in his genera- 
tion; but ſo much the worſe, if his founda- 
tions were falſe, and his ſchemes dangerous. 
We mult alſo allow that the world is gone 
after him: worſe ſtill, for they are a large 
body and if they are out of the: way; 
| great, 
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great muſt be the power to fetch them 
back again? We may add, which is worſt 
of all, that he was the oracle to thoſe who 
began and conducted the American Re- 
bellion; which led to the French Revolu- 
tion; which will lead (if God permit) to 
the total overthrow of Religion and Go- 
vernment in this kingdom, perhaps in the 
whole Chriſtian world; and all this from 
Mr. Locks; the prime favourite, and 
grand inſtrument, with that miſchievous 
infidel VoLTAIRE; who knew what he 
was about, when he came forward to de- 
{troy Chriſtianity, as he had threatened, 
with Mr. LockE in his hand; and it has 
anſwered his purpoſe: after which, let any 
perſon judge, whether the doctrines of 
Mr. Lock will prepare any young man 
tor preaching the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Facts are ſtubborn things, and they furniſh 
a plain and certain rule to our judgment; 
the ſame with that of the goſpel, By their 
fruits ye ſhall know them. 


I may 
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may be thought to have ſaid too much, 
and gone too far, but I am afraid I have 
not gone far enough. This is not a time 
to trifle; we are not to tremble at ſmall 
dangers, when evils of the firſt magnitude 
are ready to fall upon us. I would not 
rudely conclude any notion to be falſe, be- 
cauſe it is popular; but popularity with 
me is no recommendation, when I conſi- 
der what abſurdities have been propagated 
by learned men, and ſwallowed by the po- 
pulace m the Church of Rome. But this 
I know withal, that he who flights popu- 
larity, muſt never expect to be popular: a 


great misfortune to ſome men, but a very 


{mall one to others. I learned very early 
in life, that if any one would go through 
the world with peace to his mind, and ad- 
vantage to his fortune, he muſt hear, and 
fee, and fay nothing; but I learned after- 
wards, that the truth of Gop is worth all 


the world; and i in this perſuaſion; as I have 


long lived, ſo now T hope to die; leaving 
behind me this paper, as a witneſs that 
there 
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there was one man, of little note, and of 
no ambition, who, having his eyes opened 
to ſee ſome great errors of the time, with 
the power they have obtained over the 
judgments of learned men; and knowing 
their tendency to alienate us farther from 
Gop, and involve us in that total corrup- 
tion which muſt bring divine judgment 
upon us, could not refrain from warning 
his brethren, that they conſider in time 
(if time be ſtill left to us) how far, and in 
what reſpec, they are departed from the 
faith and truth of the Church of Eng- 
land, as it was at the Reformation: how far 
they have been ſeduced by novel ſchemes, 
which have no foundation but in men's 
heads; how far they have been carried 
down the ſtream by the current opinions 
of the time, and the influence of faſhion, 
which few minds are able to withſtand. 
We are told that things may be highly 
efteemed among men, and yet be abomina- 
tion in the fight of GOD. What are theſe 
things? where are they to be found? and 


low 
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how are they to be detected? not by ſcho- 
laſtick ſubtilties, but by this eaſy rule be- 
fore- mentioned, and ever to be remem- 
bered; in the application of which it is 
ſcarcely possible to err, BY THEIR FRUITS. 
YE SHALL KNOW THEM. One naked 
ſtrait line from heaven will detect all the 
numberleſs crooked lines of earthly wiſ- 
dom, with all their flouriſhes and decora- 

tions about them. "of 
Let every word I have e be put to 
this teſt; it is all the allowance I aſk or de- 
fire; but from the world I will never take 
the rule of my judgment: I will take it 
only from Gop, who is the judge of all. 
Knowing the danger of human authority, 
and the raſhneſs of human ſpeculation, I 
will depend no more on any philoſopher, 
however great and celebrated, than upon 
the poor fallen Pope of Rome: if he do 
not depend upon Gop, I will not depend 
upon hin: and if the world, for ſo doing, 
ſhould ſhut me out from its mercy, Gob, 
1 truſt, will receive me to his, through 
74 eſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt; in whoſe name, and for whoſe 
ſake, I ſubſcribe myſelf, with duty and 
affection, | 


A Friend and Servant to the 


Church of England. 
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